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PROPOSALS BY 


Fo PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 
A NEW, ENTIRE, AND NEAT EDITION 


PORCUPINE'S WORKS. 


OR an author to ſtand forward as the publiſher 
F of his own performances is always an unplea- 
nt taſk ; but more eſpecially is it unpleaſant, when 
he is conſcious that they have neither learning nor 
genius to recommend them. This is my preſent ſi- 
tuation. The diffidence, which, therefore, I feel, 
in iſſuing theſe Propoſals, would be inſurmountable, 
were it not an eſtabliſhed truth, that works of very 
little literary merit are often rendered intereſting and 
eſtimable by the importance of the ſubjects of 
which they treat, or of the events with which they 
are connected. Things of no intrinſic value fre- 
quently become, valuable when ſeen in a relative 
po of view. The Beacon, that ſtands on the 
ore, is, in itſelf, but a mean and inſignificant fa- 
brick, compoſed of materials the moſt common 
and faſhioned by hands the moſt rude; yet, the ſalu- 
tary caution, which, through its means, the benight- 
ed mariner receives, renders it an object of his at- 
tention and his care, if not of his gratitude. Such. 
are the lowly pretenſions of the Works of Peter 
Porcupine ; which, though they preſent neither 
randeur, elegance, nor ſymmetry, will neverthe- 


ſs ſerve to teach the wandering and bewildered 
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politician to avoid the breakers, which ſurround the 


yawning and infernal gulph of democracy. 

After having thus frankly acknowledged the 
humble merits of mi work, I-can, with the leſs heſi- 
tation, proceed to ſtate the flattering circumſtances, 

which have induced me to undertake a new and 
complete edition of it, in a form more commodious 
than any in which it has hitherto appeared 

Of each Pamphlet, publiſhed under my aſſumed 
name of Peter Porcupine, about ſix thouſand copies, 
upon an average, have been printed and ſold in 
America. The ſale of thoſe, which have been ho- 
noured by a re- publication in England, has, probab- 
ly, been much greater. All of them, I believe, 
have paſſed through three or four, and ſome, in an 
abridged ſtate, have attained to ten, twelve, and 
even ſeventeen editions. On Porcupine's Gazette 
no obſervation of this ſort is required, as its ſupert- 

ority, in point of extenſive circulation, over all others, 
in this country, has long been univerſally known 
and acknowledged. I am aware, that it will be ſaid, 
and with great truth, that this almoſt unparalleled 
ſucceſs is to be aſcribed ſolely to the goodneſs ef the 
cauſe which: I have eſpouſed; but this, ſo far from 
deing a diſcouragement to my preſent undertaking, 
is the very circumſtance on which I place my princi- 
pal reliance. r * * 
There are few of the pamphlets now remaining 
on hand, and thoſe very far from being in a perfech 
ſtate. In fact there are ſeveral, of which. I poſſeſs 
only the ſingle copy that has been reſerved to re- 
print from, And, as to the Gazette, ſuch has been 
the increaſing demand for it, that, though for a long 
time I laid by a hundred files for ſale, I can, at this 
moment, make up but three complete for the firſt 
year, neither of which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, can be 
ealled my on property. Thus ſituated, the orders 
which I have received, from all parts, for complete 
ts of the pamphlets: and complete files of the paper- 
have been a mortificatio tozme rather than a plea 
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ſure; becauſe, being unwilling to refuſe and unable 
. to comply, I have been continually tantalizing my- 
ſelf as well as. my cuſtomers. n 
Republiſhing the pamphlets complete would have 
been no great matter; but a new edition of the Ga- 
zette preſented difficulties innumerable : and, even 
1f all theſe. could have been ſurmounted, the work 
would ſtill have been incomplete, ununiform, and 
incommodious. It was nevertheleſs neceſſary to fall 
on ſome plan for effecting ſo deſirable an object, 
and, after the matureſt conſideration, I determined 
on that which I now proceed to detail. 1 
I ſhall begin with the pamphlets, and arrange them 
according to their dates down to the time when the 
Gazette began. But, as theſe pamphlets, in general, 
are confined each to a ſingle ſubject, the work, fo 
far, will give but a very imperfect idea of the poli- 
tics of the whole time during which it was written. 
To ſupply this defect, I ſhall inſert. between each 
— an hiſtorical ſketch of the intermediate 
pace, making the concluſion of each ſketch a fort 
of introduction to the ſucceeding pamphlet. This 
addition will not only render the chain of events en- 
tire, but will alſo ſerve as a = to the pamphlets 
themſelves; many parts of which without ſome 
ſuch aid, muſt appear unintelligible to thoſe, who 
are not thoroughly acquainted with all the charac- 
ters introduced, and who have not a perfect recol- 
cection of all the circumſtances amidſt which each 
pamphlet was firſt brought forward to the public. 
When [I arrive at the epocha, at which the Ga. 
zette commenced, I ſhall begin to reprint from it; 
but not without diſcrimination. A daily paper, 
like a packing-caſe, muſt neceſſarily contain a 
good deal of wadding. The quantity is, indeed, 
always in an inverſe proportion to the valuable 
matter; but, though I may have ſhifted with leſs 
than ſome of my brethren, I ſhould be wanting in 
atitude to His Democratic Excellency of Penn- 


1ylvania, and ſeveral other long-winded wad-makers, 
were 
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were I not to acknowledge the obligations I owe to 
their . Upon a reviſion of the Ga- 
ette, however, I ſhall take ſpecial care to throw 
out this wadding; or, at leaſt, to reſerve only ſuch 
a part of it as is neceſſary to preſerve my remarks. 
State - papers, ſpeeches, communications, &c. &c. 
which are of great importance, and of courſe, often 
referred to, I ſhall inſert at length. Of every other 
voluminous article, at all worth noticing, I ſhall 
give an abridgment. | 1 NEC 

In general, I ſhall follow the chronological order; 
but, when I come to a ſubject, which is treated of 
in different parts of the paper, and which will de- 
rive an advantage from being ſeen at one view, I 
ſhall fix on the place for its inſertion, and bring my 
materials together from anterior or poſterior dates. 
This departure. from the general rule will, for in- 
ſtance, be peculiarly proper in recording the pro- 
ceedings of a ſeſſion of Congreſs, of which it will 
be much more convenient for the reader to find an 
entire, though condenſed view, under the date of 
its cloſe, than to be obliged to ſearch for it in de- 
tached parts through four or five hundred pages. 
In thus traverſing my ground a ſecond time, it is 
obvious, that I ſhall have many and important ad- 
vantages, which, before, I could not poſſeſs. I 
ſhall be enabled (as well in the pamphlets as the 
Gazette) to rectify errors, which were committed 
through haſte or want of correct information; and 
alſo, to introduce obſervations, facts, and demo- 
cratic anecdotes, which, from the fame cauſes, 


were omitted. In performing this part of my taſk, 


I ſhall not forget to notice certain paſſages, relative 
to America, in the London New Annual Regifter 
and Monthly Review ; particularly the baſe and ma- 
licious miſrepreſentations and falſchoods, which 


were inſerted in thoſe publications for the evi- 


dent purpoſe of ſerving France and injuring Great 
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That the work may be as ſatisfactory as it is in 
my power to render it, I ſhall prefix to the fir/ 


volume a Summary View of the politics of the 


United States, from the end of the American war 
to the commencement of that in which Great Bri- 
tain is now gloriouſly engaged againſt the perfidious 
and ſanguinary Republic of France. In this retro- 
ſpe& I ſhall endeavour to trace back to their ef- 
ficient cauſes, that abſurd and unnatural partiality 
for France, that enthuſiaſm in her unjuſt and im- 
pious cauſe, and all thoſe novel, wild, and dan» 
gerous notions, to contribute my feeble aid towards 
the combatting of which, I was enticed. from that 
obſcurity, in which I was born, and in which by 
nature I was intended to remain. 

The work will conſiſt of about Fifteen Volumes, 
bearing the date of the year on the back, and that 
of the month in the running title at the top of 
every page. Beſides this, each volume will con- 
tain a Table of Contents, and a copious Inder; ſo 
that, in a few minutes, a deciſion may be obtained 
of any queſtion as to the politics or news of the 
momentous period embraced by the work. For, 
beſides that it will be a minute regiſter of every 
occurrence relative to the United States, it will be 
found to contain a greater variety of intereſting and 
authentic information concerning the Republican 
French, and their coadjutors in Great Britain and 
Ireland, than any other work either in America or 
Europe. 

To collect and arrange the materials has been a 
long and laborious taſk. It is, thank God, nearly 
at an-end; and the firſt volume is now in the preſs. 
I ſhould not have iſſued theſe Propoſals, had 1 not 
perceived that the undertaking was too great for 
me to accompliſh in any reaſonable time, without 
availing myſelf of the afliſtance of a ſubſcription, 
or without incurring greater pecuniary embarraſſ- 
ment than I could poſſibly fupport with a mind at 


caſe. 
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That the work, thus collected, will be approved 
of and ſupported by thoſe, from whom alone I wiſh 
to receive approbation and ſupport, I preſume from 
the ſucceſs which has uniformly attended it in de- 
tached parts. There are, indeed, ſome perſons in 
America, who, though they are, generally. ſpeak- 
ng, friends to the cauſe I have endeavoured to 
aſſiſt, diſapprove of me as an advocate for the 
Britiſh nation and the Britiſh monarchy :' yet, I am 
perſuaded, that there are very few amongſt theſe ſo 
devoid of candour, as to deny, that I have rendered 
them and their government no trifling ſervice ; that 
1 have ever made the cauſe of America my own . 
cauſe; that I have watched her enemies with as 
much vigilance, purſued them with as much eager- 
neſs, and puniſhed them with as much ſeverity, as 
if they had been my own perſonal enemies; and 
that, if I have, in ſpite of reproach and perſecution, 
perſiſted in profeſſing fidelity and allegiance to my 
lawful fovereign, I have, on the other hand, gone 
as far, at leaſt, as any native of the country, to 
prove my attachment to the government under 
which I live. It is poſſible, that the ' baſe calum- 
nies, which it was once faſhionable to heap on 
Great Britain, may ſometimes have provoked me 
to make uſe of expreſſions too harſh and of too ex- 
tenfive 1 but the provocation is my apo- 
logy. > could hear his country ſtigmatized as 
* an inſular Baftille,” his King as a © tyrant and 
«a monſter,” and his whole nation as “ wunprin- 
e crpled wretches and deſpicable flaves ?”” who, with 
the heart of a Briton in his boſom, could hear this, 
and preſcribe any bounds to his reſentment ?— 
Should there, however, ſtill be perſons, who en- 
tertain a diſlike to me on this account, let me 
hope that none of theſe will be found amongſt my 
countrymen. Them I certainly never have offend- 
ed, on them 1 have ſome little claim, and to them, 
therefore, I appeal, on this occaſion, with that con- 
fidence, which their welkknown public ſpirit is 

calculated to inſpire.  ” *\ | Ph 
= ONS. 


CONDITIONS. 


I, It is impoſſible to ſay exactly how- (| © "rex more when the Set is deli- 


many volumes will be neceſſary ; vered.— In Great Britain the 
but there ſhall not be leſs than ſubſcription is four guineas and 
thirteen yolumes, and it is pro- a half, the whole to be 
bable there will be fxteen, The when the work is delivered. 
Paper is fine, the Type beau- || IV. The Price to non-ſubſcribers, in 
tiful, and the Binding ſhall be America, ſhall be fwenty-fx 
neat, if not elegant. dollars, and in Great Britain 
II. The work ſhall be ready for de- ive guineas and a half. 
livery in the month of Auguſt [| V. After the work is completed, 
next, in America, and about the to the time contemplated in the 
month of December, in Great foregoing propoſals, a volume, 


Britain. for the ſucceeding time, will 

III. The Subſcription for each Set, in be publiſhed half. yearly, or 
America, is TEN DOLLARS, paid oftener if it ſhould be found 
at the time of ſubſcribing, and neceflary. 


CF Subſcriptions are received by Mr. J. Waicur, Piccadilly, 
London; by Meſſrs. Munz and Sons, Edinburgh; by 


Meſſrs. J. and A. Duncan, Glaſgow ; and by Mr. MizLiIxi, 
Dublin. 


WM. COBBETT. 
Philadelphia, 
Feb. 5ih, 1799. 
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